
 

Course summary 
VOE Code:   PE.CM.T1.V4001         ECTS credits: 3               Level: Bachelor’s degree (full-time) 
Course Title Analyzing media 

Type Compulsory 

Learning 
competences 

 

Learning 
outcomes 

The student… 
- Can analyse and interpret media content from one's own pedagogical professionalism, 

using several theoretical perspectives. 
- Analyses protective and risk factors and educational skills of caregivers with regard to 

media literacy. 
- Analyses interaction processes, interaction problems and interaction opportunities 

between caregiver(s) and child(ren) in media education, using several theoretical 
perspectives. 

- Explains how the use of media influences the development of children’s identities in 
various practical situations. 

- Is able to analyse several media sources and the way they contribute to the development 
of children. 

- Advises on media that are suitable for children and that match their age and 
developmental level. 

- Can translate an analysis into a plan of action for pedagogical support of media literacy for 
children, caregivers and professionals.  

- Applies knowledge of developmental psychology when designing development-oriented 
activities and programs focused on media education and digital literacy. 

- Can decode the contents of media and make a link to pedagogical practice using 
sociological, psychological and pedagogical perspectives. 

- The student is able to express himself verbally in at least one language other than the 
mother tongue, in such a way that he presents detailed descriptions in work-related 
contexts, on a wide range of topics, and he is quite able to participate in a fluent and 
spontaneous conversation with native speakers 

- The student listens to the vision and expertise of others and also accepts the relativity of 
one's own vision and ideas. 

- The student is able to expresses himself in writing in at least one language other than the 
mother tongue, in such a way that he is able to produce a clear, detailed text on a wide 
range of subjects related to his field of study. 

- The student is able to understand more complex argumentations and lectures related to 
his field of study, spoken in at least one language other than the mother tongue, and he is 
able to replicate the main train of thought. 

Course content During the first skill unit you will be trained to analyse media messages through the eyes of a 
pedagogue. A connection will be made with sociology, semiotics, Marxism, psycho-analysis, 
development psychology and theoretical pedagogy.  
The following topics will be discussed: 

- Introduction analysing media from a semiotic perspective; How can we see text and 
images as meaning bearers? 

- Analysing from a sociologic perspective, what is the influence of social media and the 
internet on nowadays education? 

- Analysing from a psycho-analytical perspective; Games, what archetypes do we find in 
RPGs? 

- Analysing from a Marxist perspective (Paulo Freire); commercial and marketing aimed at 
children and youngsters. 

- Analysing from a development psychological perspective, which dominant themes play a 
role in the development of children, what development tasks do children/youngsters have 
and to what extend are the media aimed at these age groups suitable? 

- Analysing from a theoretical pedagogic perspective (Imelman and link with de Winter and 
Freire). How do we reach a well substantiated pedagogic vision on media use? 

- Detail and response training; Students determine the content. 
- Different methods for analysing are discussed: Discourse, Uses and gratification, 

qualitative content analysis, rhetoric analysis. 



Planned learning 
activities and 
teaching methods 

Interactive lectures and some group work 

Recommended or 
required reading 
and other 
learning 
resources / tools 

- Valkenburg, P. & Piotrowski, J (2017). Plugged In. New Haven & Londen: Yale University 
Press. 

- NJI (2015). Toolbox mediaopvoeding (Toolbox Media use factsheets) Utrecht:  

http://www.nji.nl/Mediaopvoeding  

- Literature, readers, video’s and links that are referred to in class 

Prerequisites and 
co-requisites 

Prerequisites: Students should at least be in their third year of their study (semester 5 or 6) and 
they should have a minimum of six months of internship experience. 
 
English B2 

Level Bachelor 

Grading scale 1 up to 10, 1 dec. 

Assessment 
methods and 
criteria 

Type of assessment Grade weighting Criteria 

The student can either write a blog, essay, report or 
make an educational vlog or podcast. A self-proposed 
form is also possible.   

1.0 Higher or equal to 
5.5 

   

Language of 
Instruction 

English 

Name of lecturer For information about the lecturers you can contact Annemiek Woolthuis 

Mode of delivery Face to face 

  

 

 

http://www.nji.nl/Mediaopvoeding

