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THECAP TIUE EXTER,IIALITIES

OF THE CUR,R.E]IT CAP
CO M MO N AG RI CU LTU RAL PO LICY

The Subdsidy System of the EU
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. Agriculture covers around 4Ùo/o oÍ
Europe's land

. Agriculture is one of the key sources of
environmental pressure, leading to
water pollution, soil erosion, and
biodiversity loss (for exam ple, 57o/o

decline of farmland birds in merely 40
years)

. Agriculture is the b¡ggest single water
consumer with over 700lo

The CAP is distributed into two so-called
pillars: Pillar 1 focuses on income support,
with Direct Payments coupled to the size

of farms - meaning that CAP support
grows with farm size. The first pillar takes

up around 700/o of the budget. The

remaining 30%o goes to Pillar 2, called

"Rural Development Program" - focusing
on rural development and infrastructure,
as well as biodiversity protection and

climate mitigation. The CAP, and especially

Pillar 1, is heavily criticized by experts for
lacking a focus in addressing the farmer
needs, inequity in the farming sector, and

weak environmental requirements.
Unfortunately, the whole political system

of the CAP is so outdated, inefficient and

stuck, that any attempts to change it are

met with huge resistance.

. THE OilGItrL PUIPO¡¡OFTlll
CAP'3 WTg TO ¡UPPONT FTIHENS'
!ilCNET3E PNODUGTIUIIY TTD
PNOTECÎ HINlfETs TFT¡NWONID
wAn il.llowlDAVS lunoPE
OUFNPNODUC¡' TETDI]IG 10 88
TIO TO]I3 OF FOOD WA¡TE PEN
YEAN

. THIISUNPTU¡ ¡3 EITHENWTSTED
ON Ef,PONTED IlIlO DEUETOPITG
COUTTNIES WH:T,E IT DESTROVT
LOCALTAilETS

o TT]IY EXPEN,TS WTNT THIT THE
CTP I3A BROI(E]I SY¡TET T¡IAT I3
UilFT¡NTO sTÃLL FÄn.rIER.¡ TilD
HT3 EXTREME EilUlNOf, METÎAL
A]ID SOCIAI EXTENilAHTIES

. TCCOTDI]IG TO A RECETT U]I
nEPORT FROil 20.21, ilEAntY 9ar
OF ALt AGnICULIURÃI 3UB¡IDII3
GLOBATIY HAUE A ]IEGTTIUE gIDt
EFFECT Oil PEOPLE II]ID PLATÊT

o tGtlCULrUn¡lt ¡UBglDlE¡ slltl
FIOW TO TINGE EXTE]IT ¡TITO lHE
PnoDUCTIOil OF llllltAl t]lD
AT¡TAI.DEilUED PNODUCÎ3.
TEIT HAS BECOTE OTE OFTHE
TOST PN.OBLEMTTTC PNODUCIi
COTSIDENITG ]IECTTTUE
EXTENTALITIE¡ OT CLIHA?E A]ID
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. Farmers are under high pressure to

produce food, feed and fuel and to
protect the environment at the same
time. They are also heavily affected by
environmental pressure such as climate
change and loss of pollinators, exposing
them to yield losses and economic risks

. Farmland is distributed in an extremely
unequal way: aroun d 3.1 o/o of farmers
manage over 520/o of farmlands

. The number of farmers continues to
decline: One third of farmers had to quit
their job in the past 1 0 year, and many
more are to soon retire TTIFOGR.APHTC CAP
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. The common agricultural policy (CAP)

amounts €55 billion a year (ca 3870 of the
EU budget). lt takes the biggest chunk
compared to all other EU Policies

. Around 8070 of farm subsidies go to just
20 o/o of the farms
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